It looks like the weatherman is not sparing Maryland. Of course, 
Minnesota cfannot hoard all the snow and ice and windchill I J ! ! ! 

Watch the citrus prices go whacky! 1 My son recently visited Ashton. MD 


February 5, 1996 


Dear Harold, 

I botched in my previous letter, spelling "Tippit" wrongly; 
in Korea an airman named Tippett was a fixture in the orderly 
room and I typed out his name many times, hence, the mistake 
(he was the only serviceman the company commander trusted as his 
"evening" driver!!). 

Even thougrjih you write as a "mind dump," I think it is freat.-' 

If that is the way you hajive to get "things" down on paper, so 
bet it/ Your "stuff" reads well and jno gyge can mistake any part of 
it. I find myself becoming enraged by your disclosures even though 
I know better - I'm only reading and miles and years removed from 
the event!! There's a lot to be said for the way you write - it darn 
near makes you a poet ! The volume you produce and the circumstances 
under which you do TE are astounding!!! 

The rotten weather seams to be hanging with us. I hate to 
complain but the temperature got down to 46° last night. I slept 
with the balcony sliding doors open and this a.m. "X^woke up with 
my nose and ears icy. A walk up to the local mall is in order 
since it will be cool (it's a mile-and*an'eighth! ) . The sun is 

shining so the cool air and sun make it nice to hike and the 
distance is one cigar's endurance!! My Minnesota relatives call 
to complain about the 60° and 70° below windchill, but, insist 
they could not put up with the Florida weather!! Some iceblock 
freak in Tower , Minnesota took a thermometer into the colde^st low spo 
in a local swamp to get a new record low reading of 74° below real 

temperature! I battled through many days tetween 35° and 40° below 
r^al not windchill. Car always stgrted ancf I carried many cold 
weather supplies, including coveralls, sand, salt, shovel (the 
three "s's"). I don't miss it and put up with the clippings in 
my julep!!!! What a price to pay! 

I seem to have beat the carpenter ants. I nailed 2 queens. Since 
the apartments back onto each other, I think there was a colony on 
eachj 2 f side, hence, 2 queens. X believe I got the wiring solved, too. 
The building is connected together With conduit, just like plumbing. 
Plu jnlumbing doesn't bother since we get no bills (water); it is 
included in our maintenance bill. So an overuse of water or a leaky^.- 
toilet does not affect other residents. However, a faulty electrica/1 
appliance would! So^he original electrician installed a green w " / 

wire and made a comirm ground to make a common ground of all the 
outljjfcets in eactji apartment, hence, he segregated each apartment. I 
used the single residence technique - grounding to the conduit ^ 

(we also grounded the individual building^s on the farm that way;. 

Once I "unwound" the problem, I got hooked up okay and power flowing. 

My friend, who claims he can get any data on the Internet, gave 
me a dishwasher (ahich I am installing (and the cause of the wiring 
problem) . I had to put the washer on the wiring~and-plumbing wall 



more 


